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Environmental Advisory Council 

Agenda

Tuesday, April 13, 2010

Noon to 1:30 p.m.

The Chamber Building, Federal Board Room

I. Call to order and Introductions: Brent Bassett, Chair 

II. Approval of Minutes from March 11, 2010                                  

III. Guest Speaker: Lou Pocalujka, Consumers Energy 

   Topic: Federal Ambient Ozone Standards: past, present and future

IV. Action Items
a. Green Choice Task Group Update –  37 total approved Green Choice Members 

i. Pending Applications: 

1.  Kalamazoo Valley Habitat for Humanity

ii. Strategic changes to program:

1. Renewing

2. Green Expo
3. Sharing Opportunities

b. EPA Proposed Clean Air Act Expansion – New Developments

c. Recruiting New Members – Progress

d. Carbon Tax
V. Informational Items
a. Green Choice Program Newsletter in Enterprise Online – Content & Schedule:
i. April is Lynn Spurr, FTCH; May is Perry Hausman, TowerPinkster
b. Update - EPA cleanup of Kalamazoo River, Dams and Allied Site Task Force 

c. EPA Changes to Renovation, Repair and Painting (RRP) Rule implemented April 22, 2010

d. Southwest Michigan Alliance – update

	Tracking status of current bills:
	Status:

	Clean Coal Technology
	

	HB 4137 Renewable Energy Sources Act
	2-4-09 referred to House Energy Committee

	EPA Proposed Clean Air Act Expansion
	7-08 EPA published Notice of Advance Rulemaking 

	EPA Ozone Standards 
	Comment period ends on March 7 

	MDEQ Part 201 Redesign Program
	

	Tracking of Env. Council’s 2010 Top Ten Leg. Priorities:
	Status:

	Support a fair and equitable solution to addressing the problem of air pollution transport across Lake Michigan regarding the EPA’s enforcement of air quality standards in west Michigan while continuing to encourage the region’s businesses to implement environmentally sustainable practices.
	Continuing to track and monitor issues related to this priority


VI. Other: Task Force Formation & Utilization
VII. Adjourn:  Please note that the next Environmental Advisory Council meeting will be on May 11
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Environmental Advisory Council 

Minutes

Tuesday, March 11, 2010

Noon to 1:30 p.m.

The Chamber Building, Federal Board Room

Present: Paul Cahill, Service Master; Audrey Wierenga, DNRQ; Brent Bassett, BDN Industrial Hygiene; Guest Speaker: Dane Terrill, Flowerfield Enterprises; Chamber Staff: Jamie Wierenga; Marty Dodge, Brett Common, Advocacy Intern
Call to order and Introductions: Brent Bassett, Chair, called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.
Approval of Minutes from February 9 2010                                    

Guest Speaker: Dane Terrill from Flowerfield Enterprise, LLC.

Topic: Adding Life to the Soil: an alternative to conventional growing practices
Flowerfield Enterprises was founded by Mary Appelhof author of ‘Worms Eat My Garbage’
Flowerfield Enterprises uses compost tea to replenish micro-organisms (fungi, nematode, protozoa, micro-arthropods, and bacteria) in the particulate matter. It feeds the soil food web that provide disease protection, nutrient immobilization, decomposition of toxins and nutrient availability in the right forms in the right place at the right time for the plants to use. The healthy soil food web helps to build the soil structure, improve root health and depth, improves water holding capacity, aerobic conditions in soil and maintains the proper pH of the soil. We are posting the presentation to the Environmental website for others that could not be present today.
Action Items
Green Choice Task Group Update – 37 total approved Green Choice Members 
· Pending Applications: none currently
· March 11 meeting to help planning of Green Expo. 
· an Green Expo idea: Author Jeffrey Smith, Seeds of Destruction was the keynote speaker at the MOFA conference last week.

Environment Award Nominations Vote for Award recipients emailed today, and will be due on Friday. Please join us for the Community Awards Ceremony on April 8. BDN Industrial Hygiene may be interested on sponsorship if there is an open co-sponsorship available. Thank you to FTCH for co-sponsoring the Award this year.
Environmental Award Nominations are due by March 9 for April 8 Ceremony. We have received:
· Nomination for Geum Services, Inc., nominated by Audrey Wierenga

· Nomination for Kalamazoo Valley Habitat for Humanity, nominated by Justin VanderArk

EPA Proposed Clean Air Act Expansion – New Developments

The SW Mich. Alliance has sent a letter to Senator Levin expressing concerns on how the clean air act is being used to regulate greenhouse gases, specifically has an economic impact study or consideration been done? We have requested a response from EPA.

Top 10 Legislative Priorities and BQLA Final & Carbon Tax point on BQLA 

Carbon tax hasn’t been positioned on yet, we have received the impression that there is a split among the membership. The Cab + Trade proposal has been opposed. The BQLA has been updated to reflex this.
Informational Items
Green Choice Program Newsletter in Enterprise Online – Content & Schedule:

· April is Lynn Spurr, FTCH

· May is Perry Hausman, TowerPinkster
Update - EPA cleanup of Kalamazoo River, Dams and Allied Site Task Force 

· Company providing 250 million toward clean up country – wide eleven sites. Small drip in bucket toward Kazoo river cleaning up – post this project is $5 billion.

· PCB – don’t foresee transportation of additional material cap and reuse might be best.
EPA Changes to Renovation, Repair and Painting (RRP) Rule implemented April 22, 2010

· Interest has been picking up in the training seminars. The local training providers foreseeing a hard time training everyone by the implementation date in April.

· EPA is still looking at alternatives for the clearance test at the end of a project. EPA is seeking a less subjective test than the clean cloth swipe compared to a postcard sample.
Southwest Michigan Alliance – update

Congressman Upton’s office has been following the Kalamazoo river cleanup project and was not happy with the dollar amount that EPA is reportedly accepting from the bankruptcy settlement. Congressman Upton’s staffer made calls into the Dept. of Justice and EPA, they are also considering formal letters.

	Tracking status of current bills:
	Status:

	Clean Coal Technology
	

	HB 4137 Renewable Energy Sources Act
	2-4-09 referred to House Energy Committee

	EPA Proposed Clean Air Act Expansion
	7-08 EPA published Notice of Advance Rulemaking 

	EPA Ozone Standards 
	Comment period ends on March 7 

	MDEQ Part 201 Redesign Program
	

	Tracking of Env. Council’s Top Legislative Priorities:
	Status:

	Support state environmental legislation, regulations and initiatives which: foster positive economic growth, promote reasonable and responsible use of our natural resources; support green and sustainable business practices. 
	Continuing to track and monitor issues related to this priority

	Monitor and provide ongoing input regarding the Kalamazoo River and associated watershed cleanup issues 
	Sept. 10 EPA meeting held on future plans


Other: 
Event Opportunity for Green Choice and Environmental Council members:
· Portage Youth Advisory Committee is hosting a Green-a-thon on April 24 from Noon to 4 p.m. – booth reservation information was handed out.

· K College Student Group Project: a group of K students have been working on a sustainable atlas to show the progress being made toward being sustainable. They are presented the findings on March 9 from 7 to 8:30

· Green Drinks – this month’s topic is an energy challenge between dorms on WMU’s campus.

EPA & State of Michigan grants are available for efforts / planning to bring the community together over climate change issues.

The Chamber is seeking volunteers that would be willing to be an expert on one of the BQLA and/or Top Priority points. This is so that when we receive a call from a reporter a Chamber volunteer expert can speak on our priorities.   

Advocacy Sponsorship opportunities are available, visit www.kazoochamber.com/advocacy for details or contact Marty at (269) 381-4000, ext. 3208 or mdodge@kazoochamber.com 
Adjourn: the meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  Please note the next Env. Council mtg will be April 13
