Kalamazoo Area Young Professionals
Frequently Asked Questions:
Are you new in town? Do you want to meet other people your age? Have you lived here for years, but want to learn more about the community you live in? Are you looking for a way to be more involved in your local community? Do you like to have fun? Are you looking for a networking opportunity with your peers?

If you have answered yes to any of the above questions, you are a member of the Young Professionals!  There is no cost to be a member ~ 
just sign up to receive our YP newsletter and events updates. 
1) What is the YP? 

The Kalamazoo Area Young Professionals, a program of the Kalamazoo Regional Chamber of Commerce, are a strong peer network that introduces its members to Kalamazoo's exciting opportunities while building leaders that continually shape the community. 

Our vision is the creation of the Kalamazoo area as an attractive region for Young Professionals to live, learn and grow together. 

2) How old do I have to be to be a member of the YP?

Typically, young professionals are considered to be from ages 21 to 40 years of age.  However, we do not card at the door.  Age 21 is necessary for our events that involve alcoholic beverages. The YP’s are young professionals who want to be apart of the community and meet other local young professionals.  
3) What is the YP Committee and how do I join it? 

The YP Committee is a group of Young Professionals who voluntarily commit themselves to at least one monthly meeting to plan for future seminars, 501’s, and events.  The committee plans and executes the YP events on their own time (encouraged by their employers.)  There is no cost to be a part of the YP Committee. 
To join, you must request an application from Ashley Baarda abaarda@kazoochamber.com, fill out and send back to Ashley.  The committee would prefer that you have been to some recent YP events and/or have you plan to attend the upcoming YP 501’s and events.  The committee will then vote on your acceptance into the committee. 

4) How do I become a YP Member? 

It’s easy! You are already a YP Member – you just need to come to the events! Just sign up to receive our monthly newsletter and attend the YP 501’s and events.  There is no charge to become a member. No paperwork required. 
5) Is there a cost?
There is no cost to be a YP member.  Just sign up and show up! Some of our YP events require an admission charge, depending on the event/meeting. 

6) Does my company have to be a Chamber Member? 

No, your company is not required to be a chamber member in order for you to be a Young Professional.  However, when you join the YP group and attend YP events, the benefits of being a chamber member will shine through. 
7) I don’t know anyone else who is going to a YP event, will I fit in? 

Perfect! This is exactly why you should attend the YP events.  You will meet other people who are also looking to meet other people.  The YP events are a lot of fun and many of the YP’s attend events by themselves vs. a group.   Whether you arrive in a large group or by your self, you are sure to meet others and have a great time! Just ask for the YP section! 
I can’t wait to see you at our next YP event! 

Please call me if you have any questions. 

Ashley Baarda
Events and Programs Coordinator
Kalamazoo Regional Chamber of Commerce
346 W. Michigan Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI 49007
Phone: (269) 381-2977, ext. 3227
Fax: (269) 343-0430
Email: abaarda@kazoochamber.com
 

